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CIRCULATION



Circulation 



Our bodies and our movement 
are in constant dialogue with our 

buildings.

Charles Moore and Robert Yudell
Body, Memory, and Architecture 1977



• Circulation: Movement through Space

• Circulation Elements

• Approach

• Entrance

• Configuration of the Path

• Path-Space Relationships

• Form of the Circulation Space



CIRCULATION: MOVEMENT THROUGH SPACE
The path of our movement can be conceived as the
perceptual thread that links the spaces of a building, or
any series of interior or exterior spaces, together.
Since we move in Time through a Sequence of Spaces Approach

Entrance

Configuration of the Path

Path-Space Relationships

Form of the Circulation Space



APPROACH



APPROACH

Villa Barbaro

Portals and gateways have traditionally been means of orienting us to
the path beyond and welcoming or guarding against our entry.

Ramp into and through the Carpenter Center for the Visual Arts



APPROACH



Wall is used to define and enclose a space or series of spaces, an
entrance is accommodated by an opening in the plane of the wall

The entrance into the space is best signified by establishing a real
or implied plane perpendicular to the path of the approach.

ENTRANCE
Entering a building, a room within a building, or a defined field of
exterior space, involves the act of penetrating a vertical plane that
distinguishes one space from another and separates ”here” from
“there.”

Entrances may be grouped formally into the following categories:
flush, projected, and recessed

entrance can be similar to, and serve as a preview of the form

The location of an entrance relative to the form of the space being
entered will determine the configuration of the path and the pattern
of the activities within the space



ENTRANCE



ENTRANCE

Merchants’ National Bank



CONFIGURATION OF THE PATH
All paths of movement, whether of people, cars, goods, or
services, are linear in nature.

The intersection or crossing of paths is always a point of decision-
making for the person approaching it. The continuity and scale of
each path at an intersection can help us distinguish between
major routes leading to major spaces and secondary paths leading
to lesser spaces.

1. Linear

2. Radial

3. Spiral

4. Grid

5. Network

6. Composite



CONFIGURATION OF THE PATH

House in Old Westbury

Radial Configurations



CONFIGURATION OF THE PATH

Museum of Endless Growth

Grid Configurations

Network Configurations



PATH–SPACE RELATIONSHIPS
Paths may be related to the spaces they link in the
following ways. They may:

Pass by Spaces

Pass through Spaces

Terminate in a Space

Mortuary Temple of Rameses

Stern House

Neur Vahr Apartment Building



FORM OF THE CIRCULATION SPACE

A circulation space may be:
Enclosed
forming a public galleria or private corridor that relates to the spaces it links though
entrances in a wall plane;
Open on One Side
forming a balcony or gallery that provides visual and spatial continuity with the spaces
it links;
Open on Both Sides
forming a colonnaded passageway that becomes a physical extension of the space it
passes through.



FORM OF THE CIRCULATION SPACE

The width and height of a circulation space
should be proportionate with the type and
amount of movement it must handle. A
distinction in scale should be established
between a public promenade, a more private
hall, and a service corridor.

A narrow, enclosed path naturally encourages
forward motion. To accommodate more traffic
as well as to create spaces for pausing, resting,
or viewing, sections of a path can be widened.
The path can also be enlarged by merging with
the spaces it passes through.

Within a large space, a path can be random,
without form or definition, and be determined
by the activities and arrangement of
furnishings within the space.



FORM OF THE CIRCULATION SPACE
Stairs, in accommodating a change in
level, can reinforce the path of
movement, interrupt it, accommodate a
change in its course, or terminate it prior
to entering a major space

The configuration of a stairway determines the direction of our path as
we ascend or descend its steps. There are several basic ways in which
to configure the runs of a stairway.







two
independent dimensions of control and consciousness give 
rise to four quite
different forms of behavior





















































Circulation :
Line generated form 



Circulation :
 Line generated form 
 Point generated 

circulation 



Circulation :
 Line generated form 
 Point generated 

circulation 
 Circulation within 

circulation 
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